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Dear Parents, Guardians, and Students of West Canada Valley,  

 
This catalog outlines the opportunities that students have in the high school, and the 
requirements that are necessary for students to graduate.    
 
Students, the subjects that you take in high school will be a combination of New York State 
required courses, subjects of personal interest, and programs that will help prepare you for job 
opportunities and college entrance.  Your assigned counselor will work closely with you to plan 
your course work over the next four years so that each of these areas will be satisfied.   
 
High school is also a time to develop and pursue interests beyond academics.  Athletics, 
music, internships, and student government are just a few of many opportunities available that 
are outlined in this book.  Also during your high school years, much attention will be paid to 
helping you explore and discover career interests, skills, strengths, and abilities.  This can be 
accomplished through such means as a career interest inventory, the Regional Program for 
Excellence, talking with teachers, parents, and counselors, and the BOCES vocational 
programs.   
 
Our goal is to provide students with the opportunities to get the most out of the high school 
experience, to have students make informed decisions about their academic programs, and to 
best prepare students for their post-secondary education plans.    
 
Kady Conklin  
Rebecca Wood 
School Counselors 
 
 
 
Visit the Guidance Office page at www.westcanada.org.  Here you will find scholarship 
information, SAT and ACT dates, college admissions rep. visits, and other valuable information.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 

  

http://www.westcanada.org/
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NEW YORK STATE 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
REQUIRED COURSES AND CREDITS AT WEST CANADA VALLEY 

 
 

Subject Area 
Required Credits for 

Regents Diploma 

Required Credits for 
Regents Diploma with 

Advanced Designation* 

English Language Arts 4 4 

Social Studies 4 4 

Mathematics 3 3 

Science 3 3 

Art/Music 1 1 

World Language 1 3** See page 6 

Health ½ ½  

Physical Education 2 2 

Electives 4 2 

 TOTAL TOTAL 

 22.5 Credits 22.5 Credits 

 
 
* Please see page 6 for further information regarding Regents Exam requirements to earn a 
Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation. 

 

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA OPTIONS 
 

For students who first enter 9th grade in September 2017 or later, there are two diploma options 
offered in New York State: Regents and Regents with Advanced Designation.  (A local diploma 
option remains in effect for students with disabilities, as approved by the Committee for Special 
Education).  Please see the following two pages for the outlines of each diploma. 
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REGENTS DIPLOMA 
 
As part of the Regents Diploma, students must take and pass 1 Math, 1 Science, 1 Social Studies, and 
the ELA 11 Regents Exam, as well as 1 additional Regents Exam as outlined below.  The 4+1 Multiple 
Pathways to Graduation initiative allows for the following Regents Exam options:  
 
Humanities Pathway:  

 1 Math (Algebra CC or Geometry CC or Algebra II CC)  

 1 Science (Earth Science or Living Environment or Chemistry or Physics) 

 Global History (Global Studies 10)  

 U.S. History (U.S. History 11)  

 English Language Arts (ELA 11) 

 
STEM Pathway: 

 1 Math, 1 Science, 1 Social Studies, ELA 11  

 1 additional Math or Science Regents exam 

 
CDOS Pathway 

 1 Math, 1 Science, 1 Social Studies, ELA 11 

 216 hours of CTE coursework (at least 54 of these hours must be in work-based learning 
experiences) 

 Development of a Career Plan and at least 1 completed employability profile 

 Demonstrated achievement of the commencement level CDOS learning standards 
 
CTE Pathway 

 1 Math, 1 Science, 1 Social Studies, ELA 11  

 Completion of a state-approved Career & Technical Education program and assessment 
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REGENTS DIPLOMA WITH ADVANCED DESIGNATION 
 
As part of the Advanced Regents Diploma, students must take and pass the following eight New 
York State Regents exams with a minimum score of 65, plus the World Language Checkpoint B 
Exam after Spanish III**:  
 

 3 Math (Algebra CC, Geometry CC, Algebra II CC) 

 2 Science – 1 Life Science (Living Environment) and 1 Physical Setting Science (Earth 

Science or Chemistry or Physics) 

 Global History (Global Studies 10) 

 U.S. History (Social Studies 11) 

 ELA 11  

 
*As part of the Local Diploma, students must take and pass the five New York State Regents 
exams listed under Regents Diploma requirements.  The Low Pass Safety Net Option allows a 
local diploma with a minimum score of 55 or better on the Regents exams.  The Compensatory 
Safety Net Option allows a score of between 45-54 on up to two Regents exams (but not Math or 
English) to be compensated with a score of 65 or higher on another Regents exam.  However, a 
minimum score of 55 must be earned on both the ELA and mathematics exams.   
 
**For students completing a five-unit substitution for World Language, the Checkpoint B Spanish III 
exam is not required.  To earn an Advanced Regents diploma, students will take 3 credits of World 
Language, or will substitute a 5 credit sequence for the 3 credits of language (1 credit of language 
is still required).  The 5-credit sequence may be in Family & Consumer Sciences, Technology, Fine 
Arts, or Music.  Completion of a two-year Career Technology program at Herkimer BOCES may 
also be substituted for the World Language requirement.  An Advanced Regents diploma also 
reflects courses that have a greater level of difficulty.  For a Regents Diploma, 1 credit of World 
Language is required. 
 
New York State Education Department has defined a designation for students earning the 
Advanced Regents diploma to recognize achievement on the math and science Regents exams:  

 Advanced Regents Diploma with Mastery in Math: The student must complete all course 
and exam requirements for an Advanced Regents diploma and score 85 or higher on each 
of the three required math Regents exams (Algebra CC, Geometry CC, Algebra II CC). 

 Advanced Regents Diploma with Mastery in Science: The student must complete all 
course and exam requirements for the Advanced Regents diploma and score 85 or higher 
on any three science Regents exams. (Note: While the Advanced Regents diploma requires 
only two science Regents exams, the Advanced Regents Diploma with Mastery in Science 
requires three science Regents exams). 
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FAQs 
 

What are credits or units? 
A credit or unit is a number value assigned to high school subjects.  A subject that meets every day, all 
year, such as English 9, is worth 1 credit.  A subject that meets for 1 semester, such as Health, is worth 
½ credit.  Physical Education, Sr. Chorus, and Wind Ensemble are each worth ½ credit.  No credit is 
earned for a subject that is failed or dropped. 
 
How many credits are required to graduate from West Canada Valley? 
22½ credits, including credits from required courses, with an average total of 6-6½ credits per year.    
 
Do students have trouble earning 22½ credits? 
Many seniors graduate with more than 22½ credits, averaging about 6 credits in yearly schedules.  It 
can become difficult to fit required courses into a student’s schedule, however, if the student has to 
repeat courses from the previous year.  Academic Intervention Services (AIS) may also limit the number 
periods available for course scheduling.   
 
What is AIS? 
Academic Intervention Services (AIS) provide extra help and support in certain core subjects.  A 
student’s performance on required New York State Tests, including Regents exams. 
 
What are electives? 
Electives are courses that you choose to take according to your interests and vocational plans.  
Required courses will take up most of your schedule, so space is limited for electives.  Upperclassmen 
have more options for electives than freshmen because they have taken most of their required courses.   
 
What are Regents Exams? 
Exams prepared by the Board of Regents of the State of New York that test proficiency in specific areas 
of study. 

 
Do I have to take Regents Exams in order to graduate? 
Yes.  All students must take and pass a minimum of five Regents Exams in English 11, Math, Social 
Studies, and Science.  In addition, for courses that include a Regents exam, students must take the 
Regents exam in order to complete the course.  See pages 4-6 for complete diploma requirement 
information. 

 
How do I decide what courses I should take in high school? 
Several factors will help you decide: 

 State Requirements – many course selections are predetermined by state requirements 

 Your own interests – what kinds of things do you really like or dislike?  

 Your abilities - What kinds of things do you do well or not so well? 

 Your future plans – what you plan to do right after graduation, go to work or go to college, will 
impact your course selections 

 Your parents’/guardians’/family’s ideas – what classes do they think you should take? 

 Your teachers – they can give you honest feedback about what subjects may or may not be 
interested in 

 Your counselor – your counselor can help you make a final decision 
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HIGH SCHOOL COURSES OFFERED AT  

WEST CANADA VALLEY 

 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

English 9 1 credit  

Ninth grade English devotes much time to the reading of short stories, plays, and novels with much study of the 
literary elements: theme, irony, foreshadowing and symbols; writing, with special attention to sentence structure 
and the development of a solid, specific paragraph; spelling, vocabulary, study of grammar and poetry.   
 

English 10 1 credit  

Writing skills, vocabulary development and reading comprehension skills are a major focus of English 10.  A 
review of grammar skills as they pertain in student writing (narrative, persuasive, literary analysis essays) is done.  
Supplemental texts are used for drama, in addition to a wide variety of paperbacks for fiction and nonfiction. 
 

Common Core English 11 1 credit  

English 11 is a course which deals with preparation for the New York State ELA examination (a requirement for 
graduation from any high school in New York State) and with a study of American Literature.  The American 
Literature portion of the class studies the literature of our country from 1610 to the present.  Writing in the class 
focuses on expository prose. 
 

AP English Language and Composition (English 11) 1 credit  

This course requires students to become skilled readers of non-fiction prose written in a variety of rhetorical 
contexts, and skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes. Students in the course will:  Analyze and 
interpret samples of purposeful writing, identifying and explaining an author’s use of rhetorical strategies. Also, 
analyze images and other multimodal texts for rhetorical features, use effective rhetorical strategies and 
techniques when composing, and write for a variety of purposes. Students will respond to different writing tasks 
according to their unique rhetorical and composition demands, and translate that rhetorical assessment into a 
plan for writing, create and sustain original arguments based on information synthesized from readings, 
research, and/or personal observation and experience, and evaluate and incorporate sources into researched 
arguments.  
 

Literature and Composition (English 12) 1 credit  

This course is designed to provide seniors with a solid background in British Literature (Anglo-Saxon period up to 
Shakespeare) and expository writing.  Twenty weeks are designated as a Survey of Literature class and twenty 
weeks are designated as a composition class.  All major areas of exposition will be studied and a full-length term 
paper will be written.   
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (CONT.) 

AP/College Now Literature and Composition (English 12)  
 EN 111 College Writing (fall semester) – 3 credits 

 EN 112 College Literature (spring semester) – 3 credits 

1 credit  
 
 

EN 111: This course is a college freshman composition course offered concurrently for high school credit, 
and 3 Herkimer College credit hours.  It is available to students in their senior year of high school. This course is 
designed as an intensive writing course with the purpose of studying the writing process through all of its stages.  
These include preliminary thought processes, discussion, organization, drafting, revising and editing.  The Student 
Writing Portfolio will include assignments involving essays of description, definition, narration, comparison and 
contrast, process analysis, persuasion, and literary analysis.  Each type of writing will be studied for its structure in 
style and content.  An author research paper will be the final exam for the course.  Summer reading will be 
required, along with attendance in writing lab throughout the semester.   

EN 112: This course is a college freshman literature course offered concurrently for high school credit 
and 3 Herkimer College credit hours. It is available to students in their senior year of high school. The purpose of 
this course is to introduce various genres of literature and develop an appreciation for reading.  Required reading 
of short stories, plays, novels, and poetry will be done according to Herkimer College guidelines.  Literary analysis 
writing will be done and discussed in writing lab throughout the semester.       

This course (both semesters) engages students in the close reading and critical analysis of imaginative 
literature to deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure.  
As they read, students consider a work’s structure, style, and themes, as well as its use of figurative language, 
imagery, symbolism, and tone.  Writing assignments include expository, analytical, and argumentative essays that 
require students to analyze and interpret literary works.    
  

Dramatic Literature 1 credit  

This elective course explores all aspects of theater, from set design to character development.  Over the course 
of this class, students will read plays; choose, analyze, and direct a play; and write their own play.  Additionally, 
students will have opportunities to attend local plays, as well as a Broadway performance.   

 

Film/Fiction I ½ credit  

This is an English elective designed to provide students with the skills needed to analyze film media critically and 
become educated to the visual world.  Students will examine the popularity of films, aspects to consider when 
viewing a film, and factors which influence what we see.  A film textbook is used in conjunction with the evaluation 
and analysis of each film viewed.  Students will write several short reflective papers about the films they view as 
well as a research analysis paper. 

 

Sports in Literature ½ credit  

This elective course will focus on the use of sports in literature.  Students will read various short stories, novels 
and magazine/news articles, as well as write their opinions, about several themes.  Themes studied will include 
leadership and character, teen angst, individuality, rivalries, definitions of success and failure, fate, heroes, ethics, 
etc.  Students taking this class should have an interest in both athletics and literature.   
 

Journalism I ½ credit  

This elective course will focus on the basics of journalism, including key terms, graphic design principles, 
photography, layout, legal and copyright issues, and theme development.  The focus will be on the production of a 
quality, comprehensive, and inclusive yearbook. 

 

Journalism II ½ credit  

This elective course will build on the skills from Journalism I, but Journalism I is not a prerequisite for Journalism 
II.  This course will focus on the creation and production of a school literary magazine, including theme 
development, layout and graphic design, submissions, editing, manuscript terms and requirements, sales, and 
order tracking. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
Global History I (Grade 9) 1  credit  

Global History and Geography is a two-year course. From the days of nomadic roaming tribes in 10,000 B.C.E. to 
the meeting of hemispheres throughout the 15th, 16th, and 17th centuries, Global I explores the impacts of 
civilizations gaining, consolidating and losing power in an increasingly interconnected world.   
 

Global History II (Grade 10) 1  credit  

Global History and Geography is a two-year course. Global II explores the impacts of power consolidation and 
power loss in an increasingly interconnected and technologically advanced world over 275 years from 1750 C.E. to 
the present. 
  

US History (Grade 11) 1  credit  

US History is a New York State outlined course with a Regents taken at the end of the 11th year.  US History uses 
the conceptual approach toward understanding American History. It is hoped that the student who completes this 
course will develop an understanding of the past, present and future course of America.  Students should 
understand who has power, how they got it, how it is used and misused; and become aware of whether or not the 
institutions are meeting the needs of its people.  Current events are discussed.  It is hoped that this will help the 
students become understanding and contributing citizens. 
 

AP US History (Grade 11) 1  credit  

This course focuses on developing students’ abilities to think conceptually about US History from approximately 
1491 to the present and apply historical thinking skills as they learn about the past.  Seven themes of equal 
importance – identity; peopling; politics and power; work, exchange, and technology; America in the world; 
environment and geography; and ideas, beliefs, and cultures – provide areas of historical inquiry for investigation 
throughout the course.   
 

Economics (Grade 12) ½ credit 

This semester course is a requirement for graduation.  This course will examine the principles of the United States 
free market economy in a global context. Themes include individual responsibility in managing personal finance, 
analyzing the role of supply and demand in determining prices in the product and factor markets, role of 
entrepreneurs, the effect of globalization, and the role of policy makers in the economy.  
 

Regional Government (Grade 12) ½ credit 

This semester course is a requirement for graduation.  The course will deal with all levels of government along with 
current government issues.  Special emphasis is placed on New York State Government, including local 
government in Herkimer County.   
 

College Now Sociology ½ credit 

An elective course which studies social behavior and human behavior.  Students will explore such topics as 
socialization, social interaction, group dynamics, social deviance, and the study of the many individual groups 
within our society. Students have the option to register through Herkimer College to take Sociology as a concurrent 
enrollment class earning a ½ high school credit and 3 Herkimer College credits (see College Now Program p. 24). 
 

Introduction to Psychology ½ credit 

This elective course is a survey of the scientific study of human nature, including how the mind works and how the 
brain supports the mind.  Topics include the mental and neural bases of perception, emotion, learning, memory, 
cognition, child development, personality, psychopathology, and social interaction.  Students will consider how 
such knowledge relates to debates about nature and nurture, free will, consciousness, human differences, self, and 
society.   
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MATHEMATICS 
Basic Algebra 1  credit  

This course is designed as an introductory course to the high school math sequence of 
Algebra>Geometry>Algebra II.  The objectives of the course are to strengthen basic math skills and to introduce 
students to elements of algebra and geometry.  This course is designed primarily for those students who desire a 
stronger mathematical background before taking Algebra. This course is typically taken by students who need to 
build up their math skills before taking the Regents level math.  This course will apply toward the three math credits 
requirement for a Regents diploma, but not an Advanced Regents diploma. 
 

Common Core Algebra I 1  credit  

This is the first mathematics course in the Regents math sequence.  This course will assist students in 
developing skills and processes to be applied using a variety of techniques to successfully solve problems in a 
variety of settings.  Topics that will be studied include: coordinate geometry, systems of equations, graphical and 
algebraic solutions, measurements, linear equations in one variable, quadratic functions, data analysis 
correlation and causation, trigonometry, and elementary probability.    
 

Common Core Geometry 1  credit  

This is the second course in the Regents math sequence.  The course is designed to further students’ knowledge of 
formal mathematics and to concentrate on the laws of reasoning.  A large portion of the course is devoted to the 
study of proofs in plane geometry.  The remaining topics include coordinate geometry, transformational geometry, 
and using algebra to prove geometric concepts.  Two objectives of the course are to teach students to think more 
logically and to recognize basic math truths in our real world.  
 

Common Core Algebra II 1  credit  

Common Core Algebra II is the final Regents math course offered at West Canada Valley.  The course explores 
such concepts as algebra 2, complex numbers, functions and inverses, circular and trigonometric functions, and 
probability and statistics.  The graphing calculator is used extensively in this course.   
 

College Now Math 12 Pre-Calculus 1  credit  

The study of polynomial, rational, trigonometric, logarithmic and exponential functions; in particular, the algebra 
and the curve sketching techniques involved with these functions.  Students have the option to take Math 12 as a 
dual-enrollment class by registering for College Now credit with Herkimer College to earn 3 Herkimer College 
credits.  Prerequisite:  Algebra II 
 

College Now Calculus 1  credit  

An introduction to calculus, including functions, limits, continuity, differentiability, the derivative, the derivatives of 
simple functions and trigonometric functions.  The course will also include applications of the derivative as well as 
the antiderivative and basic integration.  Prerequisite:  Math 12 or CN Math 12 
 

AP Calculus AB 1  credit  

The focus of this course is differential and integral calculus.  Topics include concepts and skills of limits, derivatives, 
definite intervals, and the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus.  A summer assignment must be completed and 
handed in to Mrs. Kraszewski the first day of class.  Successful completion of Calculus or College Now Calculus is a 
prerequisite for AP Calculus AB.   
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SCIENCE 

General Science 1 credit 

This course provides a general and practical look into the world of science.  The course focuses a great deal on 
physical geology, including rocks and minerals, erosions, glaciers, topographic maps, plate tectonics, and 
continental drift.  Also covered is historical geology, astronomy, and the study of weather.  Also considered are 
topics on ecology, chemistry, physics, and biology.  This course is typically taken by students who need to build 
up their science skills before taking the Regents level sciences.  This Science will apply toward the three science 
credit requirement for a Regents diploma, but not an Advanced Regents diploma. 
 

Earth Science 1 credit 

This Regents course covers topics including geology, meteorology, oceanography and astronomy.  There is a 
great deal of mathematics involved in the course, as well as the interpretation of data from graphs and 
charts.  Laboratory work is required by the student along with satisfactory written lab reports.  A Regents exam 
is required at the end of the course. 
 

Living Environment 1 credit 

This course covers topics including biochemistry, human anatomy and physiology, reproduction, genetics, plant 
anatomy and physiology, and environment.  This is a biology course with an environmental viewpoint.  Laboratory 
work is required by the student, and a Regents Exam is required at the end of this course.    
 

Chemistry 1 credit 

This course presents a modern view of Chemistry suitable for students with a wide range of skills and abilities.  
Topics presented in the course provide the unifying principles of chemistry and are fundamental in understanding 
our environment.  The course includes the technological impact of chemistry, study of important industrial 
processes, and the application of the chemical principles on our lives.  Laboratory work is required by the student 
along with a satisfactory written report.  Students must have completed CC Algebra I, and should also have 
completed (or at least be currently enrolled in) Geometry.  A Regents exam is required at the end of the course. 
 

Physics 1 credit 

This course provides a general understanding of the fundamental principles in the area of physics.  We need 
more workers with more training and understanding of our physical world. Of equal importance is the education of 
well-informed citizens capable of making sound decisions on the many new issues and problems that face us.  
Physics is placed at the top of the science sequence because it requires maturity and greater understanding of 
mathematical concepts of precision and accuracy in measurements.  A Regents exam is required at the end of 
the course. 
 

Astronomy ½ credit 

Non-regents – This science elective investigates a number of the different components of the universe. The topics 
which will be explored include the history of astronomy, the earth, the solar system, the galaxy and the universe. 
Students will learn about the basic movements of the earth and moon through space, as well as the mechanics of 
the Solar System. Additionally, the origin of the Solar System, Earth, and the entire Universe are studied in great 
depth.  Basic Requirements: Participation in all class activities such as classwork and labs, exams and quizzes, 
completion of any homework assignments, quarterly notebook exam, and final exam. 
 

Forensics ½ credit 

Non-regents – This science elective is designed to capture students’ interests by applying science skills from 
natural and physical sciences to the contemporary, popular, and professional field of Forensic Science. 
Students will learn a brief history of forensic science, which will include important scientists and dates that 
pertain to forensics. Students will also analyze crime scenes and learn techniques for collecting and processing 
physical evidence such as fingerprints, hair, and fiber samples. Students will also learn the basic concepts of 
DNA, serology, as well as anthropology and how it is applied to the field of forensic science. No prerequisite is 
needed for this course.  Basic Requirements: Participation in all class activities such as classwork and labs, 
exams and quizzes, completion of any homework assignments, quarterly notebook exam, and final exam. 
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WORLD LANGUAGES 
 

Learning a modern second language is possible for nearly all students.  Effective communication is stressed among 
world language classes, and cultural awareness is promoted at each level of world language study as well.  The 
overall course goal is student proficiency in the four skills in the language:  listening, speaking, reading, and writing.   
 

Spanish I 1 credit  

This course emphasizes the acquisition of the Spanish language communication skills: listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing up to the proficiency level. Students are also introduced to the Latin American culture and will acquire 
cultural information and awareness. The New York State Proficiency Exam is given at the completion of this course. 
 

Spanish II 1 credit  

Intense concentration on vocabulary mastery and basic grammar concepts occurs at this level.  Further practice is 
given in speaking, listening and reading, while also promoting cultural awareness, resulting in students becoming 
more proficient in the Spanish language. 
 

Spanish III 1 credit  

Students continue to build their proficiency skills through speaking, listening, reading, and writing.  The locally 
developed Checkpoint B exam is given at the conclusion of Spanish III.  Mastery of vocabulary, grammar, and 
cultural information is required. 
 

College  Now Spanish IV 1 credit  

This course provides a greater degree of refinement in terms of the students’ abilities to express themselves in 
Spanish, both orally and in writing. There is extensive practice in listening comprehension, as well as a more 
detailed study of aspects of Spanish and Hispanic culture. Students have the option to take Spanish IV as a dual-
enrollment class by registering for College Now credit with Herkimer College to earn 1 high school credit and 3 
Herkimer College credits.  Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish III.  
 

AP Spanish V – Language and Culture 1 credit  

This course emphasizes communication by applying interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational skills in real-life 
situations.  This includes vocabulary usage, language control, communication strategies and cultural awareness.  
Themes include: Beauty & Aesthetics, Contemporary Life, Families & Communities, Global Challenges, Personal & 
Public Identities, and Science & Technology.  
 

American Sign Language I 1 credit  

This course is the first in a series of three sequential courses that will teach introductory level vocabulary, basic 
grammatical structure, and the cultural background needed to communicate with deaf individuals.  Information 
covered will include language functions; asking for and giving information, making requests, giving directions, 
agreeing and disagreeing, expressing likes and dislikes as well as many other basic skills.  Multimedia exposure will 
help students better understand the deaf culture. 
 

American Sign Language II 1 credit  

The second of three sequential courses, this course continues to develop and expand on concepts learned in ASL I.  
Prerequisite: successful completion of ASL I.  
 

American Sign Language III 1 credit  

ASL III is the third of a series of three sequential courses that continues to develop and expand on concepts learned 
in ASL I and ASL II.  Particular focus will be on building students’ expressive and receptive communication skills.   
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BUSINESS 
Accounting ½ credit  

This elective course is for juniors and seniors.  It can be taken without the benefit of any prior business course, and 
it is a necessity for any student planning a career as a business owner.  The course will teach the fundamental 
principles of accounting that apply to the typical business, and requires students to keep a set of business records.  
Among the records to be maintained are checking accounts, purchases, sales, inventories, payrolls, and tax reports.  
The course will also incorporate the use of an automated accounting program.                                

 

  

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES 
 

* Courses are offered on an alternating yearly schedule.  The 2020-2021 school year will offer: 

 Food & Nutrition 

 Introduction to Food Science 

 Parenting 

 Lifespan Studies 
 

Food & Nutrition ½ credit  

The study of foods and nutrition has seen dramatic change as research evolves linking the preparation and 
consumption of foods to overall health and wellness. Advances in technology impact the production, processing, 
packaging and service of foods. Students are exposed to multiple messages designed to influence their 
perceptions of the importance of food choices in their lives. Because they will provide for the nutritional needs of 
themselves and others, students need to make informed decisions about food and nutrition now and in their 
future roles as family, community and career leaders and citizens. 
 

Introduction to Food Science ½ credit  

Food Science is the study of physical and chemical characteristics of food.  This course demonstrates how the 
laws of science are at work in producing, processing, preparing, preserving, and metabolizing food. Students 
learn how cooking, health, and storage tips connect science basics to daily food encounters. Evaluative 
techniques will be used to compare a wide variety of food products including numerous lab experiments which 
will help students apply basic math and technical writing skills to real-world food problems. 
 

Global and Gourmet Foods ½ credit  

The Global and Gourmet Foods course introduces students to the ways in which the culture and traditions of 
regions and countries influence food choices. Students will identify and prepare foods from various regions and 
countries to compare cuisines, ingredients used, and preferred cooking methods. Students will also examine the 
issues and conditions which affect the availability and quality of food in the global market. Current issues related 
to global nutrition from production through consumption will be explored. Through this investigation students will 
understand and appreciate diverse cultures.  
 

Entrepreneurship ½ credit  

This course invites students to survey the methods of preparing food and the functions of running a business that 
caters to the culinary needs of its consumers.  Students will research the history of food preparation methods and 
the development of food preparation equipment. They will investigate food-related issues such as the quality, 
quantity and safety of the food supply, to make connections between these food-related issues and advances in the 
food industry.   Students will participate in an entrepreneurial experience during their time within this class. 
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FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES 
 

Parenting ½ credit  

The Parenting course will provide students with a broad foundation of the knowledge, skills, and attitudes 
necessary to promote quality growth and development of children and families in school, community, and 
workplace settings. Students will develop understanding of the diversity of families, how diversity impacts parenting 
choices and outcomes and to identify the knowledge and skills necessary for successful parenting. 
 

 
Lifespan Studies 

½ credit  

In the information age, the world is becoming smaller and more immediate. This requires individuals who are 
able to understand relationships and able to interact with a variety of people in a variety of settings. This course 
will assist students in becoming competent, confident and caring in managing their personal, family and work 
lives, the Lifespan Studies Core builds on positive youth development.  Lifespan Studies topics focus on skills 
needed for understanding relationships across the lifecycle. Strategies for understanding self, as well as for 
dealing with change, help students cope with the challenges of living in today’s world. Students armed with 
these coping strategies are more likely to be involved in positive relationships in their family, school, community 
and workplace. 
 

Independent Living ½ credit  

Students live in a rapidly changing and increasingly complex world.  As citizens of tomorrow, they need to be 
able to synthesize information, utilize prior knowledge, work cooperatively, and apply critical thinking skills as 
they progress along their divergent paths.  The Independent Living course is designed to prepare students for 
the realities and responsibilities of managing all aspects of adulthood and living on their own.  Students will gain 
essential life skills through a variety of learning experiences.  Units of study include career preparation and goal 
setting, personal finance, consumerism, budgeting techniques, housing decisions, clothing care and repair, food 
preparation, and building and maintaining healthy relationships.  
 

Housing and Environment ½ credit  

From earliest history, shelter has been a basic human need. In today’s global society, the issues surrounding 
housing decisions take on added importance. This course is designed to make students aware of the influence 
of history, culture, and environment in their housing decisions. Current environmental issues, such as the role 
housing design plays in energy conservation, will be examined. Both exterior and interior design are explored 
and students will be exposed to the many possible career pathways in housing and design.  This course may be 
used to satisfy ½ credit of art/music. 
 

Clothing and Textiles ½ credit  

This course is designed to give students the opportunity to appreciate culture, history and the influences of art 
association with regard to clothing and fashion. From the earliest history, clothing has been a basic human need. 
Decisions regarding clothing styles, and the textiles used to create those styles, are basic expressions of each 
person’s unique self. The Clothing and Textiles Core explores clothing history, culture, design principles, and 
career pathways as well as current issues of concern to the industry and society in general.  This course may be 
used to satisfy ½ credit of art/music. 
 

Introduction to Food Science ½ credit  

Food Science is the study of physical and chemical characteristics of food.  This course demonstrates how the 
laws of science are at work in producing, processing, preparing, preserving, and metabolizing food. Students learn 
how cooking, health, and storage tips connect science basics to daily food encounters. Evaluative techniques will 
be used to compare a wide variety of food products including numerous lab experiments which will help students 
apply basic math and technical writing skills to real-world food problems. 
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TECHNOLOGY & OCCUPATIONAL EDUCATION 
 

Technology and occupational education will give students a broad base of skills and abilities that will help 
prepare them for a variety of careers.  Employers today are looking for employees who can problem solve by 
thinking critically and independently, and who can keep up with the pace of the ever changing technological 
society.  All technology courses continue to emphasize important occupational and life skills taught through 
the use of “hands-on” project work.  No pre-requisites exist for any courses. 

 

Career and Financial Management 1 credit  

In this course, students are introduced to a wide variety of topics related to job/career choices, employee 
rights/responsibilities, and finance/budgeting.  Students will explore the relationship between goals, 
education, and career.  They will also explore and identify skills and abilities and how these may relate to 
job/career choices.  Other topics include: Self Awareness, Job Search, Job Benefits, and Career Success.  
This is a practical, hands-on course that provides valuable information for all students.  This course may be 
used for the 3rd credit of Math for a Regents diploma.  It does not satisfy the 3rd credit of Math for Advanced 
Regents diploma because Algebra II is required – see page 6.   
 

Productions ½ credit  

Productions can be divided into two major categories: manufacturing and construction. Students will research 
and develop products from inception to final product. The manufacturing portion of the course takes the 
students through a “real life” learning experience. A company will be formed and a product will be designed, 
produced, and sold to real customers. For the construction portion of the course, students will learn about the 
various systems within a house (plumbing, electrical, etc…). The learning will be demonstrated through minor 
lab activities.  
 

Land Transportation ½ credit  

Land Transportation is a course that allows students to study various types of land vehicles. The emphasis 
of this course will be to study the principles of engine operation and to learn about maintenance of an 
engine. This is done through careful analysis and diagnosis of a small gasoline engine. The engine will be 
completely taken apart and reassembled. Students provide their own small engine, which are usually 
available for a small fee from a local small engine repair shop.  Topics to be studied include parts 
identification, fuel systems, ignition systems, lubrication systems, brakes, transmissions, and consumer 
awareness. 
  

Construction Systems ½ credit  

This is a course that teaches the different aspects of construction technology, and about employment 
within each type of construction.  Minor activities of the class include designing a bridge on a computer 
program, building paper towers, research on a new product, plumbing, roofing estimation, foundation 
layout, and wall section layout.  Major activities include constructing a scale model of a foyer (with four 
walls, a door, and a window), and constructing a full size wall section with plumbing and electrical systems. 
  

Transportation Systems ½ credit  

Transportation Systems is a 20 week course covering Land, Marine, and Aerospace systems and how they 
impact our society.  Career information in these areas will be incorporated so students will be made aware of 
opportunities for employment.  The systems model will be followed to plan, produce, and adjust projects so 
that the desired outcome of moving people and/or goods safely and economically is achieved.  Hands on 
activities, tool use, and safety concerns will also be covered. *Not offered in 19-20 school year. 
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TECHNOLOGY & OCCUPATIONAL EDUCATION 

(CONT.) 
 

Energy ½ credit  

Energy is a survey course dealing with various forms of energy that we use today and will be using in the 
future.  It is a 25 percent instruction and 75 percent hands-on laboratory learning experience.  Topics to be 
studied include energy produced by means of solar, chemical, thermal, nuclear, geothermal, gravitational, 
tidal, and wind sources.  Laboratory activities will explore ways to both develop and conserve energy.  
Students will complete an energy audit of their home, design and construct solar heating panels, produce 
electricity through the use of solar cells, and explore types of insulating materials best suited to conserve heat 
energy in and around the house. * Not offered in 19-20 school year. 
 

Electricity ½ credit  

Electricity is a course focusing on the area of electronics and electricity.  Electrical theory and the use of 
Ohm’s Law will be covered.  This course is project-based and uses electrical kits to complement theory.  
Safety concerns, as well as careers, will be covered.  Work in the course is performed both individually and as 
a group. *Not offered in 19-20 school year. 
 

Home Repair ½ credit  

This course will cover basic home repair and safety.  Topics include plumbing systems, electrical work, 
carpentry and masonry.  This is a hands-on course which will involve individual and group work.  Proper 
planning, measuring, and safety methods will also be included. *Not offered in 19-20 school year.    
 

Design and Drawing for Production 1 credit  

This is an introductory course in the area of computer aided drafting and design.  It is an extremely beneficial 
course for any student seeking a technology sequence or who is interested in a technical or engineering field.  
Topics presented will include problem solving, creativity, design, sketching, tools, equipment and materials, 
lettering, isometric drawing, dimensioning and careers.  The drawing techniques taught are similar to those 
used in industry for representing the size and shape of an object to be manufactured.  A strong math 
background is necessary for this course.  This course may be used by any student to fulfill the high 
school requirement of one (1) Art/Music credit. 
 

World of Technology 1 credit  

World of Technology is a pre-engineering course.  Advanced projects include investigating the connections 
between math, science, and technology, and applying what is learned to real life problems.  We concentrate 
on the many aspects of flight, including the building of balloons and airplanes, exploring the physics of flight, 
and studying the density and buoyancy of gases.  Also studies are various structures, including the methods 
of building bridges, which considers the strength and properties of materials, design and testing methods for 
construction, and project estimation and optimization.  Magnetism and magnetic levitation vehicles may also 
be explored in the course.   
 
This course may be used for the 3rd unit of Math for a Regents diploma or the 3rd unit of Science for a Regents 
or Advanced Regents diploma, but may not be used simultaneously.  It does not satisfy the 3rd credit of Math 
for Advanced Regents diploma because Algebra II is required – see page 6. 

 

Digital and Multimedia Applications ½ credit  

Using project-based instruction, students are introduced to the principles of computer use, internet safety, 
business & productivity tools, multimedia creation, and other emerging technologies.  In this course, students 
will be provided with opportunities to enhance their computer technology, decision making, productivity, 
communications, and problem-solving skills.   
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AGRICULTURE EDUCATION 
 

Agricultural education is a systematic program of instruction available to students desiring to learn about the 
science, business, and technology of plant and animal production and/or about the environmental and natural 
resources systems.  Agricultural education prepares students for successful careers and a lifetime of informed 
choices in the global agriculture, food, fiber, and natural resources systems. 
 

Agriculture, Power, and Technology (APT) 1 credit 

Agricultural Power and Technology (APT) exposes students to mechanics, power, technology, and career 
options in the world of agriculture.  Students will learn technical applications of math and science and explore 
numerous mechanical and engineering.  Topics include the study of energy, tool operation and safety, 
material properties, machine operation, and structural components.  Students will learn about investigating, 
experimenting, and documenting a project, solving problems, and communicating their solutions.  This 
course is offered on an alternating yearly basis opposite Agricultural Business, and will not be 
offered in the 2020-2021 school year. 
 

Agricultural Business  1 credit 

This course introduces students to business management in agriculture. Throughout the course are practical 
and engaging activities, projects, and problems to develop and improve business and employability skills.  
Additionally, students investigate and develop viable business plans in order to solve local problems. The 
business plan ideas are communicated to student peers and members of the professional community.  
Mathematics, reading, and writing components are woven into the context of agriculture and students will use 
the introductory skills and knowledge developed in this course throughout subsequent agriculture courses.  
This course may be used for the 3rd credit of Math for a Regents diploma.  It does not satisfy the 3rd credit of 
Math for Advanced Regents diploma because Algebra II is required – see page 6.  This course is offered on 
an alternating yearly basis opposite APT, and will be offered during the 2020-2021 school year. 
 

Animal Science 1 credit 

Students will be exposed to a variety of sciences and industries related to companion and domesticated 
livestock animals. Students will study anatomy and physiology of several species. Labs and hands-on 
projects will provide career skills and students will have the opportunity to visit farms and businesses related 
to animal sciences and livestock industries. This course may be used as a science credit.  
 

Small Animal Care ½ credit 

Small Animal care will study everything to do with companion animals – dogs, cats, birds, reptiles, poultry, 
small mammals, and rabbits.  Students will learn about different breeds, how to evaluate animal behavior, and 
how to be a responsible pet owner. Hands on projects will include dog grooming, breed research, and 
hatching chicks.  
 

Equine Science ½ credit 

Equine Science students will enhance their understanding of equine care and systems.  Students will study 
anatomy, physiology and nutrition. Students will develop a deeper understanding of career opportunities, 
industry expectations, and the knowledge and skills related to the care and maintenance of horses.  Course 
topics include horse breeds, genetics, anatomy and physiology, health care and diseases, foal care and 
development, tack and equipment, and horse judging.  This course may be used as ½ science credit. 
  

Dairy Science ½ credit 

This course provides a broad overview of the dairy industry and teaches students how to manage a dairy 
business.  Students will study the economic impact of the dairy industry, know historic events that have 
impacted the industry, identify different types of housing facilities, and gain a basic understanding of the dairy 
product market.  Students will also understand important feed types for a cow’s diet, how to maintain and 
interpret records, and how to recognize and treat diseases.  This course may be used as ½ science credit. 
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AGRICULTURE EDUCATION (CONT.) 
 

Conservation and Natural Resources 1 credit 

In this course, students will explore the natural resources and conservation topics related to New York State. 
This includes the study of local plants and wildlife, conservation considerations, and environmental policies 
within the state.  Students will study the high school’s impact on the environment and develop and implement 
solutions to reduce its impact.  This course may be used as 1 science credit.  This course is offered on an 
alternating yearly basis opposite Horticulture, and will be offered during the 2020-2021 school year. 
 

Horticulture 1 credit 

In the course, students will study and engage in the field of horticulture and plant science. Students will study 
the plant from the cell up. Projects and labs will expose students to different industries within the horticulture 
field. Students will be responsible for caring for and maintaining plants. Field trips will enhance learning and 
may include visits to greenhouses, landscaping businesses, and vegetable farms. This course provides 1 
science credit. Projects include hydroponics, landscape design, gardening, genetics, and vegetable 
production.  This course is offered on an alternating yearly basis opposite Conservation and Natural 
Resources, and will not be offered during the 2020-2021 school year. 
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FINE ARTS 
 

Studio Art 1 credit 

Studio Art is a comprehensive foundation course exploring a variety of visual media.  The objective of this 
course is to give the student a working vocabulary, instruction, and experience in the areas of drawing, 
painting, and sculpture.  The exploration into these areas will be accompanied by appropriate history and 
background related to classical and contemporary art forms in the particular media.  It is highly recommended 
that this course be completed before taking further Art courses. 
 

Studio in Drawing and Painting 1 credit 

This course will focus on improving drawing and painting skills.  A wide variety of materials will be explored 
including colored pencil, charcoal, pastels, watercolor, and acrylics.  It is preferred, but not mandatory, that 
students first take Studio Art.  
 

2D Design 1 credit 

This course provides exposure to art history as learners gain knowledge in the drawing and painting 
processes and improve logical and artistic fluency in the language of the mark. Practice and projects allow 
students to exhibit a range of techniques to deliver three-dimensional information on the two-dimensional 
surface. Students will use both traditional and non-traditional materials such as ink, pencil, paper, wax, clay, 
rubber, paint, string, glue, and more. 
 

Studio in Sculpture 1 credit 

This course will focus on 3 dimensional works of art.  A wide variety of materials will be explored including 
clay, paper, metal, and recycled materials.  It is preferred, but not mandatory, that students first take Studio 
Art. 
 

Studio in Graphic Arts ½ credit 

This is a computer-based art class.  Students will learn to create a variety of typography, photography, and 
print projects using Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign, and other web-based programs.   

 

Ceramics 1 credit 
 This course provides light exposure to the history of ceramics and experience in the use of clay as a fine art 
medium. Forming techniques, surface development, glazing, and kiln firing practices will be introduced. Both 
the functional and sculptural ceramic traditions will be explored. 
 

AP Studio in Art & Drawing 1 credit 

Students in this course work with diverse media, styles, subjects, and contents.  Students are assessed 
based on their portfolios rather than a final exam.  Portfolios consist of three sections; the Breadth section, 
which illustrates a range of ideas and approaches to art-making, the Concentration section, which shows 
sustained, deep, and multi-perspective investigation of a student-selected topic, and the Quality section, 
which represents the students’ most successful works with respect to form and content.   
 
The Drawing Portfolio addresses issues such as line quality, light and shade, rendering of form, composition, 
surface manipulation, the illusion of depth, and mark-making.  Student portfolios demonstrate skills and ideas 
developed, refined and applied throughout the course to produce visual compositions.   
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MUSIC 
 

Wind Ensemble (Band) ½ credit 

Wind Ensemble is a select instrumental group.  The Wind Ensemble performs publicly for the community 
during the winter and spring seasons.  The Wind Ensemble also performs in exchange concerts, tours, and 
competes in pageants and festivals.  Attendance at performances is mandatory.  The director selects 
members based on ability. 
 

Senior Chorus ½ credit 

Senior Chorus is composed of vocalists in grades 9-12.  Senior Chorus presents home concerts, exchange 
concerts, and festival appearances.  Attendance at all performances is mandatory. 
 

 
Music Theory, Music History & Literature, and Music In Film/20th Century Music will be offered on a 3 year 
cycle, with Music Theory being offered in the 2020-2021 school year. 
 

Music Theory 1 credit 

A comprehensive study of the theory of music with emphasis on the skills of ear training, sight singing, 
keyboard and written harmony.  The course also includes an introduction to piano and composition.  The 
course is designed for serious music students who are looking to expand their knowledge of the language of 
music.     
 

Music History and Literature 1 credit 

An advanced music elective introducing students to the history and literature of all music genres.  Some 
background in music is required to be successful in the course. 
 

Music in Film* ½ credit 

*Must also be enrolled in Band or Chorus, or have prior permission from instructor 
 
A music elective course based on film scoring and the development of sound in film (from silent film - today's 
film).  Students would listen to segments of movies and dissect how the music contributes to what is 
happening on screen.  A primary goal would be for students to compose a "film score" to a 30-60 second 
movie clip.   

 

20th Century Music* ½ credit 

*Must also be enrolled in Band or Chorus, or have prior permission from instructor 
 
This course focuses on a number of musical genres from the 20th century including Jazz and Blues and the 
development of Rock ‘n’ Roll, to more obscure styles of music (such as Aleatoric music).  The course will also 
study the foundation of today’s popular music (music of the 50’s-80’s), and would provide practical application 
of music in students’ day to day lives. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND HEALTH 
 

Physical Education ½ credit  

This course will provide students with the necessary knowledge and skills to establish and maintain physical 
fitness, participate in physical activity, and maintain personal health.  Students will acquire the knowledge and 
ability necessary to create and maintain a safe and healthy environment, and will understand and manage 
their personal and community resources.  Students will engage in various units throughout the year, including 
swim class units conducted in the pool.  All students are required to complete 2 credits of physical education 
prior to graduation. 
  

HS Health ½ credit  

HS Health is a graduation requirement that explores many of the decisions a maturing person faces.  This is 
done in large part through classroom discussions and activities.  Topic areas will include: wellness – 
consumer health education, mental and emotional health, nutrition, and fitness; growth and development – life 
cycles (conception to death); communicable diseases – STD education; and non-communicable diseases – 
cardiovascular disease (brief overview of CPR), cancer, and allergies.  The course works to stimulate thought 
on the many problems faced in life today, and aims to empower young adults to make more intelligent and 
healthful decisions tomorrow. 
 

 
 

DRIVER EDUCATION 
 

Driver Education (Tentative)* ½ credit  

*Based on the availability of instructor and instruction vehicle. 
 
As the motor vehicle becomes an increasingly pivotal force in our society and economy, it is essential that 
each American youth develop an understanding of motorcyclist and pedestrian limitations, privileges, and 
responsibilities from both legal and social viewpoints.  Driver Education, along with driving practice with 
parents/guardians outside of school, will:   
 

1. Prepare the student with at least minimum performance capabilities for entry into the highway traffic 
system as vehicle operators 

2. Equip students with knowledge and thought processes that will enable them to make wise decisions 
in situations that could lead to impaired driving performance 

3. To help students acquire the insights and motivations needed to become fully functioning operators 
and responsible members of the traffic system 

4. Develop defensive driving techniques (the anticipation, foresight of accident developing situations) 
 
This elective course includes both classroom and laboratory instruction (road training in the car).  Such 
instruction strengthens the student’s knowledge and observation time, time when all students and instructor 
get involved in group discussion and assessments of the driving task of the other drivers. 
 

 This course is offered on a limited basis, with preference given to seniors and then 
juniors** 

 Students must be at least 16 years of age and have a valid driver’s permit or license. 

 The student must meet all requirements set forth by the State Education Department. 
 
**Juniors who attend Herkimer BOCES for a Career Technology Program will not be eligible to take Driver 
Education until their senior year.  This is due to the fact that the Driver Education course meets twice weekly 
at 2:30pm for classroom instruction.  Juniors do not return to WCV from BOCES until approximately 3:00pm. 
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CAREER AND TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION (CTE) AT  
HERKIMER COUNTY BOCES COMPLEX 

 
1. What is CTE? 

Programs offered are two-year programs in specified areas. The anticipated programs offered 
for the 2020-2021 school year are as follows: 
 

 Auto Technology 

 Building Construction 

 Child and Family Services 

 Conservation 

 Cosmetology 

 Criminal Justice 

 Culinary 

 Health Science Careers 

 Heavy Equipment Operation 

 Information Technology Academy 

 Outdoor Power 

 Visual Communications 

 Welding 
 

2. When do students attend CTE? 
Students will attend half-day programs at CTE during their junior and senior years.  
 

3. What are the qualifications for going to the Career Tech Center? 
Students should have a strong interest in a vocational subject taught at CTE and have 
successfully completed 9th and 10th grade.  Students must also have a positive attitude toward 
school and a willingness to put forth good effort.  Due to academic requirements, junior year is a 
very demanding year for students, especially for those attending a Career Tech program.  
 

4. Would I get credit for Career Tech? 
Yes.  This in-depth two-year training also satisfies the three-credit substitution for foreign 
language for an advanced Regents diploma.  One credit of foreign language is still required. 
 

5. Can I participate in extracurricular activities if I go? 
Yes. 
 

6. Can I still go to college if I attend a CTE program? 
Yes.  However, going to BOCES means you will not be here for half of the school day, which 
may prevent you from getting the math, science, and foreign language pre-requisites needed for 
some 4-year colleges.   
 

7. How can I learn more about these programs? 
Herkimer County BOCES hosts an annual CTE Visitation Day, usually in the late winter or early 
spring, at which 10th graders can visit programs of interest and learn more about CTE as an 
option.   
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COLLEGE NOW (CN) 
 

1. What is College Now? 
College Now (CN) is a program that allows students to earn college course credit from Herkimer College 
while still attending high school. 

 
2. How is college credit earned? 
Certain high school courses, such as English Lit and Comp, are designated college courses and are taught by 
high school teachers.  By signing up for the College Now program, a student earns the regular designated 
high school credits while simultaneously earning college credits.     
 
3. What is the cost? 
Beginning in the 2019-2020 school year, there is no cost to students taking College Now courses.  This may 
be subject to change and students will be notified in the instance that costs are reintroduced by Herkimer 
College. 
 
4. What are the benefits of taking a College Now course? 

• You could graduate from college earlier by taking college classes in high school. 

• You could lighten your first or second semester course load in college and relieve some of the 
pressure in your first year.   

• You may be able to take more electives in college, do a special work internship, or spend a 
semester traveling abroad.   

• You might be able to earn a double major in college by starting early in high school.  

• You save money (see #3 above).  

• Credits are transferable to many colleges (Students are responsible for having their Herkimer 
College transcripts forwarded to colleges). Students need to call specific colleges to confirm that 
the credits will be accepted and how those credits will be applied.   More information is available 
at www.herkimer.edu  
 

5. Registration: 
Registration takes place during the first two weeks (date and time TBD) of each semester at WCV.  The first 
semester of the year includes a mandatory information session with representatives of Herkimer College as 
well as a registration session.   
 
*Please take note that, because these are college level courses, the coursework will likely be more 
demanding than non-college courses, either in volume of work, by degree of difficulty, or both.  A 
grading differential is not offered with College Now courses.  AP courses are weighted 10 points for 
difficulty. 
 

 

COLLEGE NOW (CN) COURSES OFFERED AT WCV 
* Course availability and tuition cost subject to change.  At this time, there is no cost to students. * 

 
 AP/College Now Literature and Composition (full year English 12)  

o EN 111 College Writing (fall semester) – 3 credits 
o EN 112 College Literature (spring semester) – 3 credits 

 College Now Spanish IV (full year Spanish IV) 
o FL101 Spanish I (fall semester) – 3 credits 
o FL 102 Spanish II (spring semester) – 3 credits 

 College Now Math 12  
o MA141 Pre-Calculus (double class period, fall semester) – 3 credits 

 College Now Calculus 

o MA245 Calculus I (double class period, spring semester) – 4 credits 

 College Now Sociology  
o SS 161 Introductory Sociology (fall or spring semester) – 3 credits 
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) 

1. What is AP? 
Advanced Placement (AP) is a program that offers college-level curricula and examinations to high school 
students.  American colleges and universities often grant placement and course credit to students who obtain 
high scores (3 or higher) on the examinations. 
 
2. How is college credit earned? 
College credit is granted by colleges and universities based on the AP exam scores, which are scored on a 
scale of 1-5.  Typically, a minimum score of 3 is required to be considered for college credit, with some 
colleges requiring a 4 or 5 on certain tests.   
 
3. What is the cost? 
The fee for each AP exam is $92.  This fee will be paid by the West Canada Valley CSD. 
     
4. Which courses are designated AP courses? * 
Anticipated AP courses for the 2020-2021 school year include Literature & Composition, Language & 
Composition, Spanish V-Language & Culture, Calculus AB, US History, and Studio Art in Drawing.  Some 
courses, such as Literature & Composition, are offered in conjunction with College Now Lit & Comp.  A 
student may take this course as a College Now course, an AP course, or both.  Other courses such as 
Spanish V and Calculus AB are AP courses only and follow in sequence with Spanish IV and Calculus, 
respectively.  
    
5. What are the benefits of taking an AP course? 

 You could graduate from college earlier by earning AP credit in high school. 

 You may be able to pursue other courses in college that you might not otherwise have time to take.      

 AP courses help you develop college-level academic skills.    
 

6. Registration: 
When you meet with your counselor for scheduling for next year, indicate whether you are interested in taking 
an AP course.    
 
*Please take note that, because these are college level courses, the coursework will likely be more 
demanding than non-college courses, either in volume of work, by degree of difficulty, or both.  A 
grading differential is not offered with College Now courses.  AP courses are weighted 10 points for 
difficulty. 
 

 

AP COURSES OFFERED AT WCV 
* Course availability and tuition cost subject to change.  At this time, there is no cost to students. * 

 

 AP English Language and Composition (ELA 11) 
o Offered in conjunction with AP US History 

 AP US History (US History 11) 
o Offered in conjunction with AP English Language and Composition 

 AP/College Now Literature and Composition (full year English 12)  

 AP Spanish Language and Culture 

 AP 2-D Art and Design 
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INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Regional Program for Excellence  

Regional Program for Excellence (RPE) is an excellent program for juniors and seniors interested in an 
internship opportunity in a career field paralleling their interests, capabilities, and future goals.  Students are 
paired with members of the professional community, who supervise and mentor students.  The internship is a 
“hands on” experience available in a variety of fields including medical, legal, law enforcement, engineering, 
and politics, among others.  Students must apply to the program and a selection process is involved.  The 
application and process timeline occurs during February-April.  Internships may be completed during summer 
months or during the school year.  Students are introduced to the program and application process through 
classroom presentations.   

 

 

OTHER ACADEMIC OPPORTUNITIES 
 

College Now Program  

The College Now Program is offered by Herkimer County Community College.  It is a concurrent enrollment 
program in which students earn both high school and college credit in certain designated high school courses 
at West Canada Valley.  Students pay a reduced tuition fee to HCCC to enroll in the courses.  Information and 
registration is coordinated through the WCV Guidance Office.   

 

Bridging to College  

Under certain circumstances, seniors may enroll part time or full time at a college, applying their college 
courses to their high school senior year requirements, if needed.  This program would be entered into after 
close discussion with your parents/guardians and your school counselor.  Students who bridge are not eligible 
for financial aid.  Students who bridge and who plan to participate in high school sports must meet specific 
requirements to be eligible to play. 

 

Work Study Program  

As a senior, a student may opt to dedicate part of the school day toward a paid position outside of the school 
setting.  The student would still be responsible for completing the required 22 ½ credits to graduate, but the 
senior year schedule would be modified to accommodate a work schedule.  The student is responsible for 
obtaining employment.  Student must obtain permission from the Principal. 
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EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
 

These include but are not limited to activities in which students may participate, in addition to regular class 
work.  Extracurricular activities offered at West Canada Valley include (and are subject to change): 

 

 Baseball 

 Basketball 

 Football 

 Softball 

 Soccer 

 Indoor Track 

 Outdoor Track 

 Golf 

 Cheerleading 

 Swimming 

 Ski Club 

 Boys Athletic Association 

 Girls Athletic Association 

 FCCLA 

 Yearbook 

 Prom Committee 

 Peer Mediation 

 Student Council 

 National Honor Society 

 Youth Summit 

 Marching Band 

 Winter/Color Guard 

 Jazz Band 

 Art Club 

 Drama Club 

 West Canadians 

 FFA 

 
1. Is it a good idea to participate in extracurricular activities? 

Yes – Each student is urged to participate in one or more extracurricular activities; to be a “doer” and not 
only a “watcher”.  Learning is not all books and classes.  Join activities that interest you.  They can help 
you develop self-confidence, new skills, and let you have fun in the process. 
 

2. Is there such a thing as too much involvement in extracurricular activities? 
Yes – It is important to maintain a personal balance of extracurricular activities with other responsibilities, 
including academics, hobbies, and other personal responsibilities.  Students must maintain good 
academic standing in order to remain eligible to participate in many extracurricular activities.   
 

INTRAMURAL SPORTS 
 

Intramural sports are usually offered during periods 6-7, but the schedule is subject to change.  Students may 
participate after lunch or during study halls.  Intramurals provide students an opportunity to be involved in 
athletics on an informal level.   

       

STUDENT SERVICES 
 

Youth Summit Program  

The Youth Summit Program is comprised of a team of student volunteers working in concert with other area 
school teams to address issues and problems in the school environment.  Through discussion and problem 
solving, the team identifies issues and proposes solutions or activities that aim to combat the issues.  Past 
solutions included creating a tutoring network to help middle school students overcome academic difficulties.  
The Youth Summit Team is coordinated through the Guidance Office.         

 

Peer Tutoring  

Students at West Canada Valley can volunteer their time to help their fellow students who are having difficulty 
with their studies.  Students who need assistance may be referred by their teachers, parents/guardians, or by 
themselves.  Students are provided this service based on availability of tutors and flexibility of tutor/student 
schedules.  Students wishing to be a peer tutor or requesting peer tutoring services should sign up in the 
Guidance Office. 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


